The continued rise of respiratory viruses.
Respiratory viral illness ranges from trivial to fatal. Testing is indicated only in a minority. The decision to test is based on clinical presentation, available resources, and the clinician's philosophy. Flocked swabs are easier to obtain than aspirates and perform similarly. Commercially available room-temperature transport media perform well and should be used with both swabs and aspirates sent for PCR testing. Nucleic-acid-amplification techniques are preferred to immunochromatographic antigen tests but are less widely available and take longer. Immunochromatographic antigen tests should not be used if prevalence is low. The development of novel antiviral agents will tend to increase viral testing and cost containment measures to decrease it. Overall, testing for respiratory viruses is likely to increase.